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In about the year 306, soon-to
-be Roman emperor Constantine
won a civil war to gain that position. The evening before the
great battle for Rome, he had a
vision of a cross in the sky, and
had his men put crosses on their
shields, and told them that by
that sign they would gain victory.
Whether this story is true or accurate is up for debate, but this is
when and how Christianity began to gain
acceptance in the Roman Empire.
Some time after this, at about the age of
80, his mother, Helena (Saint Helena), traveled to Israel to see the places where ‘it all
happened.’ The problem is, no one had
really paid much attention before this to
where things had happened. Some could be
easily located and identified. Jerusalem
was still Jerusalem and Bethlehem was still
Bethlehem. But where exactly was Jesus
crucified? Where was He buried? Where
was He born?
The Bible isn’t specific about a lot of
these things. In fact, the Bible never records anything like a church or personal celebration of Jesus’ birth. Apparently, it hadn’t occurred to people that dates like this
were important; or that the places should be
preserved.
But it occurred to Helena. She didn’t
travel all that way to see general locations—she wanted to know! So when the
rich and powerful lady told her guide she
wanted to see where Jesus was crucified, he
showed her a place. Now the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher sits on that spot. Conveniently, that spot also houses the tomb where
He was buried, the stone where Joseph of

Arimathea and Nicodemus laid
Jesus’ body to anoint it, and the
final resting place of the cross!
Give the lady what she wants!
When she wanted to see where
He was born, they went to Bethlehem, and what do you know! He
showed her a cave, which is now
found under the Church of the
Holy Grotto. The true stable
where Christ was born.
You could explore more history for more
insights. You could read about the man later
known as Saint Nicholas (the patron saint of
thieves, among other things). You could find
where Christmas trees came from, where the
tradition of hanging stockings originated, and
why we celebrate on December 25th. None of
those things will bring you closer to an authentic Christmas celebration than trekking to
Bethlehem to see a cave.
The only place you can celebrate an authentic Christmas is in your heart. It’s not
where or when Jesus was born, but why. He
was born to be the Savior of the World. It is
who. Who He is—the human Son of God, the
Word made flesh. It is who He is to me. He
is the King of kings and Lord of lords, but
more than that, He is my king. It is what.
What He came to do, and what He has done
for me. And, frankly, what I am going to do
with that.
Christmas is authentic when people who
know and love Jesus celebrate who He is, and
the gift He has given them.
Light your tree, hang your stockings, sing
your carols and give your
gifts. And celebrate Jesus
from your heart.
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Great Job on the Davenport Gazebo! Decorating done, thanks to the Youth Group,
and some old people who lent them a hand.
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Elders Report
Elders minutes 11/4/21
The meeting was opened in prayer.
Minutes were approved from the previous meeting.
Pastors Report
1. Building report- The overhang for the new building will be put up.
Siding work is progressing. We were missing two boxes of parts for
the new HVAC unit but the installer can still hook up the heat.
2. Justina Sliter has asked if her homeschool group could use the
church the first Friday of each month. This was approved by the
elders.
3. Nov. 14th was designated as a "Wear Your Christian Shirt Day" at
church.
4. There was discussion on Christmas sermons. Mike, Dan, and John
will each give a sermon in the weeks leading up to Christmas.
5. The Lacys want to begin a Young Marrieds class. Pastor Steve
would like to start a new discipleship class called "Growing in
Christ" at the beginning of the next quarter.
Youth Pastors Report
1. Youth leadership. Averaging 15 kids. 8 kids went to the work day at
Cocolalla on Oct. 23rd. Fall retreat is coming up Friday and Saturday the 12th and 13th of Nov.
2. Youth group. Smaller attendance right now, about 6-10 kids.
Spokavenger Hunt has moved to Jan. No date. Gazebo decorating
will be Nov. 27th. Open to the whole church as an outreach event.
Old Business
1. John would like to host another preparedness meet up in January.
2. CLBC board meeting Nov. 20th.
3. Elders Christmas party Dec. 11th, subject to change.
4. The first Prayer Night will be held Nov. 15th. Laurie Anderson is
working on a PowerPoint presentation to run for prayer requests and
ideas. Pastor Steve and Mike Bell have volunteered to run the slides
when available.
New Business
1. John would like to do a reading of the Pentateuch by the youth,
open to the whole church. This would be an all-day event lasting
approximately 15 hours. Possible date would be Dec. 31st.
2. Janice Emery is the new Sunday School teachers for the "Littles".
Noemi Beckstrom and Kat Bamford will be substitutes.
3. Laurie Anderson would like to lead a children's Christmas program. A final decision would be made soon.
4. The elders will propose to the church that money above $40,000 be
moved from the General Fund over to the Building Fund. This proposal will be voted upon at the annual business meeting.
5. Mike Bell will be absent from the annual business meeting so Dion
Ricketts will be leading the meeting.
Meeting was closed with intercessory prayer.
Next Meeting, Thursday,, Dec 2, 6:30 pm.

by

John Doyle

Hey G.A.N.G! What a great way to help
the whole community celebrate Christmas
by decorating the gazebo! (see photo on
front.) Big thanks go out in addition to the
Choates, Lacys, Shumways, and the Davenport High School Cheer Squad! OK, hold
on to your tinsel and mistletoe, get ready,
‘cause the youth G.A.N.G. is on the move!

Church Funds
11/16/21
Benevolence Fund
3,564.61
Bus Fund
3,000.00
Missionaries Reserve
3,400.00
Missions Fund
1,220.00
Mission Trip
1,882.92
General Fund
61,629.27
Total
$74, 696.80
Building Fund

$106,411.20
$ 181,108.00

Evening of Prayer
Join us at 7 pm Monday, Dec 6th, for our
second Evening of Prayer. This is a quiet
time, where you can pray alone or in groups.
Prayer suggestions will be displayed on the
screen, and we can add to them as we go.
Come pray for your needs, our church, our
community, and anything else God places on
your heart.

Christmas
Special Christmas sermons will be
brought this month by Mike Bell, John
Doyle, and Dan Shumway. The children will
bless us with some special Christmas songs
on Sunday the 19th. On Christmas day, we
will have an informal service celebrating
Christ’s birth at 10 am.
Come share the blessing of Christ’s birth!

New York New Years Eve Party
Friday, Dec. 31st, from 5-9 pm. Appetizer pot-luck, games, and pinochle tournament.
And be home long before the clock strikes
12!

Get Your Directory!
They are out! With many new
photos, some old photos, and
some no photos! Look for yours
in your box at church. But beware—your box may not be where it used
to be.

will be potluck at 6 pm, with the whole church invited to attend.
Big Event
We’re going to have an all-night Christmas Party! We
start at 6 pm Saturday the 18th, and wrap it up at 6:30 am Sunday. In between will be lots of food, fun, and
games. And don’t forget White Elephant Gift
Exchange!
You will need a permission slip signed by
your parent or legal guardian to be here for this.
event.

Youth Group G.A.N.G. (God’s Anointed Next Generation)
Join us each Sunday, 3:30—5 pm. We will have food, fun, and
fellowship. Come relax and enjoy. This is a place where you are
free to be yourself.

Volunteer

Youth Leadership Training (YLT)

The Youth ministries can use your time, talent, and prayer.
If you are interested in volunteering or serving the Youth
G.A.N.G. we can sure use the help. Contact: Youth Pastor
John
Doyle
@
(509)
435-6393,
e-mail:
tbfypdoyle@gmail.com.

Join us each Friday, 5-7 pm. This is a more intensive study,
with an emphasis on Discipleship. Bring a dish to share
for the craziest potluck you have ever seen!
Be ready to read! On Tuesday, Dec. 28th, we
are going to read through the Pentateuch
(Books of Moses, the first five books of the Bible) out loud. The event will start at 6 a.m., and
is expected to last about fifteen hours. There
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Shoebox Report

New Adult Sunday School Material
Beginning Sunday, December 5th,
we will spend a quarter going through
the Navigator’s book, Growing in
Christ. This simple course is designed to help us all learn the basics
every believer should know.
There are five lessons on Assurance, followed by seven on Christian
Living. Each lesson is designed to get
us firmly grounded in our faith.
Be ready to Memorize Scripture! Don’t be intimidated
by this, but excited. You may not learn verses as fast as the
kids, but—ready for this? - You will learn them better!
You will get your own copy of the book; so if you can’t
make it every week, you can still do the lesson on your own
and keep up.
If you haven’t attended Adult Sunday School before, this
is a great time to start.

Great job, church family! We, as a
church, brought in 125 shoeboxes!
And we paid for shipping for more
than that!
As a drop off center, we took in a
total of 441 shoeboxes, 28 cartons!!
At the central drop off in Spokane,
they took in 17,520 shoeboxes!! Praise God!
Thank you to everyone who packed boxes, helped during
the drop off week, and delivered boxes to the center in Spokane.
"So will My word be which goes out of My mouth; It will
not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the purpose for which I sent
it." Isaiah 55:11 NASB

PO Box 853
Davenport, WA. 99122

December is another ‘short’ month, with only three nights of
Awana. Many of us have a love/hate relationship with short
months. We like the night off, but we love to be at Awana!
Special Nights in December
Dec 1
Glow Stick Night
Dec 8
Penny Parade
Dec 15
Nativity Scene Night
What is Penny Parade? Glad you asked! We set up four buckets—one for each color—and collect an offering to send to
Awana Missionaries Jim and Bev VanMersbergen as a Christmas gift.
Snow Closure Policy
For the most part, we will follow the Davenport School closures, but watch Facebook and wait for a phone call. Some closures are for early morning weather that is cleared up by evening, and visa versa. We’ll let you know as soon as we come to a
decision.

Prefer to get your Newsletter by email? We can do
that! Contact the church office at tbfdavenport@
hotmail.com
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Missionaries of the Month:

December 2021

Olivier & Ellen Melnick

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Women’s Ministry Leader: Sandy Buchanan
Group Members: Debbie Boleneus
Joan McLachlan

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Awana 6 pm
Glow Stick Night

2 BSF 10:30 am
Ladies Prayer 2 pm
Worship Team Practice 5 pm
Elders Meeting 6:30 pm

3 Youth Leadership 5 pm

4

5 New Adult Sunday School
Class 9:15 am
Coffee Fellowship
Youth Group 3:30 pm
Membership Class 4 pm

6 Evening of Prayer 7 pm

7

8 Awana 6 pm
Penny Parade

9 BSF 10:30 am
Ladies Prayer 2 pm
Worship Team Practice

10 Youth Leadership 5 pm

11

12 Youth Group 3:30 pm

13 Mission Committee Meeting 5:30 pm

14

15 Awana 6 pm
Nativity Scene Night

16 BSF 10:30 am
Ladies Prayer 2 pm
Worship Team Practice

17 Youth Leadership 5pm

18 Youth Christmas Party
6 pm—6:30 am

19 Children’s Christmas
Presentation 10:30 am

20

21

22

23 Worship Team Practice

24

25 Casual Christmas Day
Service 10 am

27

28 Youth Leadership reading
the Pentateuch/Potluck
6 pm

29

30 Worship Team Practice

31 New York New Years Eve
Party 5—9 pm

Youth Group 3:30 pm

26 Communion/Benevolence
Offering

