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like.  Because He was like us. 
     I can’t prove any of these things, 
but… 
     He had friends, and people who 
didn’t like Him.  Some people 
thought He was an excellent role 
model, while others thought He was 
a religious nut.  Did women like 
Him?  Did any like Him ‘that way?’  
Probably.   
     The point is, Jesus was a godly 
man living a normal life.  He knew 

who He was.  Mary knew He was special.  
Somewhere in there, Joseph died.  He was 
there when Jesus was 12 (Lk 2:41-51), but we 
don’t see him again.  But Jesus didn’t start 
being the Jesus we know until He was ‘about 
30’ (Lk 3:23).   
     At about thirty, Jesus began His journey 
toward the cross.  But I think there’s a lesson 
for us, even in the blank space between the 
cradle and the cross.  That’s where Jesus was 
most like us, and it’s where we can strive to 
be most like Him. 
     The WWJD fad is history now; but it’s still 
a good question.  And I think it’s best asked 
about that time before He began His public 
ministry.  We didn’t have His cradle experi-
ence; and we may yet face a version of His 
cross, but in the meantime we have a life like 
His between the two.  
     For Christmas, or maybe for the New Year, 
let’s try to live well between the cradle and 
the cross. 
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     I like to play around in my 
mind with thoughts of 2,000 years 
ago.  This has been a preoccupa-
tion of mine since we began near-
ing the year 2,000; so I’ve been 
doing it for a while. 
     To think of what Jesus was 
doing 2,000 years ago might re-
quire a little more math than you 
think.  This is because Jesus was-
n’t born in the year zero.  In fact, 
if your look it up, you find noth-
ing happened in the year zero.  The calen-
dar moves from one year before Christ 
(BC) to the first year of our Lord (Anno 
Domini, AD) with no zero in between.  
Compound that with the historical 
knowledge we have that Herod the Great—
the guy who tried to kill the baby Jesus—
died in 4 BC.  Best guess is, Jesus was born 
between 4 and 6 BC!  So, instead of saying 
Jesus was twenty-two 2,000 years before 
2022, we should figure He was somewhere 
between 25-27!  (22 + 4—6, - 1 for no year 
zero).  If that’s a problem for you, it hurts 
my head, too. 
     But, for looking back 2,000 years to 
what Jesus was doing, if He was 22, 25, or 
27, the answer is the same.  He was be-
tween the cradle and the cross.  He was a 
carpenter (Mark 6:3, “Isn’t this the carpen-
ter?”). 
     Two thousand years ago, Jesus was 
working hard with His hands, doing quality 
work (I’m sure), and living faithfully every 
day.   
     Even though we don’t have one word 
written to tell us about His life then, except 
maybe what we just read about Him being a 
carpenter, I like to think about what He was 
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    Between Cradle and Cross 

Many of us enjoyed a visit with Randy and Margo Hoffmann during their visit with us 
over Thanksgiving weekend.  It was a blessing for us, and we hope for them as well. 
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     November is in the books, snow is on the 
ground, must be almost Christmas time!!!  
Yay December!  November was a great 
month for the Youth G.A.N.G.  We went to 
the Cocolalla Youth Leadership Fall Re-
treat.  There were so many kids that we 
needed to take our bus (Pickle, what else 
can you call a big yellow school bus?).  Spe-

cial thanks to our bus driver Mrs. Kathlene Shumway and our 
chaperones Mr. Dan Shumway and Mrs. Jennifer Doyle, much 
appreciated.  We had to cancel the decorating of the town gazebo, 
somebody got there first, by the way the Gazebo looks great.  So 
instead, the Youth G.A.N.G. descended on the church trailer and 
decorated it.  Looking good G.A.N.G, looking good! 
This month will be jam packed full of fun.  Merry Christmas to 
all because …. the Youth G.A.N.G is on the move!!! 
 

Youth Group G.A.N.G. (God’s Anointed Next Generation) 
      Every Sunday @ 3:30 to 5pm, Ages 12-19.  Games, food, and 
a weekly Bible lesson.  No Youth Group Dec 25th. 
 

The Big Event: By invitation only, Laser Maxx in Spokane 
      This month; the Youth GANG will be going back to Spokane 
and having a blast @ Laser Maxx.  Dec 29th, 1pm to 7pm.  To 
join us you will need a special invitation, 24 seats available.  We 

will need drivers and Chaperones for this event.  To get your 
seat, more information, or to volunteer please contact Pastor 
John. 
 

Youth Leadership Training (YLT) 
      Discipleship intensive study with an emphasis on Service. 
Every other Friday @ 5 to 7pm.  This month’s meetings: Dec 
2nd & 16th.   
     This month the YLT Team are going to Journey to Beth-
lehem in Spokane, 2nd Dec, Bus leaves at 4pm, dress warmly. 
Cost is two cans of food, also bring approximately $10.00 for 
dinner on way home. For more information https://
bethlehem.journeyspokane.com.  if you can drive or wish to 
chaperone, please contact Pastor John. 

 

Upcoming Events 
Winter Camp @ Cocolalla Lake Bible Camp Jan 13th-15th 
Youth Leadership Conference @ Cocolalla Lake Bible 
Camp Feb 10th- 11th  to register or more information please go 
to: www.clbcamp.org. 
 

Volunteer 
     The Youth ministries can use your time, talent, and pray-
ers.  If you are interested in volunteering or serving the Youth 
G.A.N.G we can sure use help, please contact:  Pastor John 
Doyle @ (509) 435-6393, E-Mail: tbfypdoyle@gmail.com  

Snow Policy 
 

No Closure, No Guilt.  Join us if you can. 

 
New York New Years Eve Party 

 

     Friday, Dec. 31st, from 5-9 pm.  Appetiz-
er pot-luck, and games for both kids and 
adults (BYOG).  And be home long before 
the clock strikes 12! 
 

Ladies Saturday Fellowship 
 

     Hi ladies!  You are invited to join us at 9 
am on Saturday, Dec 3rd for a time of re-
freshment, devotion, and fellowship.  Break-
fast food and refreshments will be 
provided.  Child care is offered as 
well. 
     We hope to see you there! 
 

Get Your Directory! 
 

     They are out!  With many new 
photos, some old photos, and some 
no photos!  Look for yours in your 
box at church.  But beware—your 
box may not be where it used to be. 
 

 
 

Christian T-Shirt Day! 
 

     Sunday, December 4; we put the capital C 
on Casual.  Wear a TBF Shirt, or Show off 
some other favorite Christian T-Shirt.  Chris-
tian Sweatshirts are allowed, and maybe a 
better choice to wear in light of the weather.   

by John Doyle 

Elders Report 
 
Thursday, 3 Nov 2022 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Attendees:  Mike Bell, John Doyle, Steve McLachlan, Dion Ricketts  
 

Previous minutes reviewed and approved 
 

Pastor’s report 

• Hometown Christmas is on the last Saturday November 

• Baby Bottle fundraiser will be Jan 22nd through Feb 19th 

• Discussed moving money from the General Fund to the Building 
fund 

• Getting updated info and pictures for next year’s Directories 

• Steve is picking up the new electric piano on Monday, Nov 7th 

• There is a Young Marrieds class starting Nov 29th 
 

Youth Pastor’s report 

• Youth Leadership 

• Great numbers 

• Fall Retreat 11th & 12th, might take the bus 

• Presentation of the Gospel is the main focus. 

• AWANA Trek/Journey 

• Huge numbers 

• Going to scale back on the service to ensure kids get fed 

(Physically and Spiritually) 

• Youth Group 

• Good numbers 14-18 youth 

• Big Event for October, took the bus (Full). 29 Kids, several 
families, Jen, Carmelyn Choate and Kathleen Shumway were 
volunteers. 

• Gazebo decorating/Christmas caroling 26th Nov 10 to 2pm 

• College and Career: No meeting till after Holidays 

• Cocolalla: Dec 3rd is tentative Christmas Party/50th Anniversary 
 

Old Business 

• The Men’s Breakfast will be November 19th 
 

New Business 

• Davenport Dist. Requested emergency access to AED if needed. 

• Elder/Pastors Christmas Party Dec 21st 6:30 

• Elder Retreat (March 3-5) 

• Turkey Shoot November 5th, Mike Anderson speaker, clean up help 

needed 22nd Oct (tentative) 

• Some kind of lighting in the breezeway of the new building. Safety 

issue. 

• Discussion on the Sound Board and set up and training 
 

Intercessory Prayer 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday, December 1st, 2022 @ 6:30 PM  

Church Funds 
11/16/21 

 

     Benevolence Fund     3,564.61 
     Bus Fund      3,000.00 
     Missionaries Reserve     3,400.00 
     Missions Fund      1,220.00 
     Mission Trip      1,882.92 
     General Fund    61,629.27    
     Total   $74, 696.80 
  

     Building Fund              $106,411.20  
 

              $ 181,108.00  

https://bethlehem.journeyspokane.com
https://bethlehem.journeyspokane.com
http://www.clbcamp.org
mailto:tbfypdoyle@gmail.com
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Baby Bottles are Coming Back in January 
 
     The right-to-life movement made some significant 

gains this year with the Supreme Court decision handing 
abortion rights back to the states.  In our state, that made little 
difference but to  rouse up, of all things, self-righteous indig-
nation on the part of an abortion-supporting majority. 
     What can we do in light of this?  What we’ve always 
done.  We support the right-to-life movement, and those who 
are on the forefront of making it happen.  In our case, that 
means praying for and financially supporting Life Services of 
Spokane.   
     On January 22, we will hand out baby bottles for your 
change, bills, and checks.  Fill them up, and return them by 
Feb 18. 
 

What Are the Kids Doing? 
 

     Each week of December leading up to Christmas, the 
teens will perform a short shadow skit, and the Kids’ Choir 
will sing Christmas songs for us. 

Christmas is on Sunday this Year 
 
     Christmas day is a wonderful day to worship Christ at 
church.  Of course, it can also be a very convenient day to 
make it to church!  Recognizing this, we are making this 
compromise: Church will meet at its regular time of 10:30; 
but Sunday School will not be offered. 
     It will also be Communion Sunday.  We will celebrate 
the gift of His life, and the giving of His life.  This will be a 
special day for us to gather together. 
 

Shoebox Report 
 
     As I have the numbers; and my count might be low but I 
know It’s not high; between Vacation Bible School and our 
November collection, we filled 158 Shoeboxes and raised 
$2,455 to send to Samaritan’s Purse to send gifts and gos-
pels  around the world.  Thank you for your generosity, and 
keep praying for this ministry to make a difference. 

 

Prefer to get your Newsletter by email?  We can do 
that!  Contact the church office at tbfdavenport@ 
hotmail.com 

PO Box 853 
Davenport, WA. 99122 

      
 
 
 

Ho Ho Ho Hosanna! 
 

     It’s Awana—Lite this December:  we only have two nights of 
Awana this month!  December 7th is our annual Penny Parade; 
when we bring money to send to Awana Missionaries Jim and 
Bev VanMersbergen s a Christmas gift.  Pennies are welcome, 
but we’re grateful for bigger gifts, too. 
 
Special Nights in December: 
 

Dec 7  Penny Parade 
Dec 14  Nativity Scene Night 

 
     We hope you have a very special Christmas, and get to both 
give and receive gifts that mean a lot to you.  In the middle of all 
the fun you have, remember we are celebrating God’s amazing 
gift to us: Jesus. 
 
     This month:  Ho Ho Ho Hosanna! 
     Next month: Hee Hee Hee it’s ‘23! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 BSF 10 am 

Ladies Prayer 2 pm 

Worship Team Practice 5:30 

pm 

Elders Meeting 6:30 pm 

2 Youth Leadership 4 pm  

YG Journey to Bethlehem 

      6—8 pm 

3 Ladies Fellowship 9 am 

4 Christian T-Shirt Day 

Youth Group 3:30 pm 

5 Evening of Prayer 7 pm 6 7 Awana 6—7:30 pm 

Penny Parade Night 

8  BSF 10 am 

Ladies Prayer 2 pm 

Worship Team Practice 5:30 

pm 

9 10 

11 Coffee Fellowship 

Youth Group 3:30 pm 

 

 

12  MN Football 5 pm 13 Mission Committee Meet-

ing  5:30 pm 

14 Awana 6—7:30 pm 

Nativity Scene Night 

15  BSF 10 am 

Ladies Prayer 2 pm 

Worship Team Practice 5:30 

pm 

16 Youth Leadership 5 pm 17 Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

18 Youth Group 3:30 pm 19 Evening of Prayer 7 pm 20 21 22  23 24 

25 NO Sunday School 

Communion 

Christmas Day Service 10:30 

pm 

26 27 28 29 YG To Laser Maxx 1 pm 30 31 New York 

New Year’s Eve Party  

5—9 pm 

December 2022 
Missionaries of the Month: 
   Olivier & Ellen Melnick 
 

Women’s Ministry Leader:  Lori Rieth 

Group Members:  Janice Emery                                                      

                       Sandy Buchanan 


